
The Benefice of Foremark and Repton with Newton Solney 
Sixth Sunday of Easter - 17th May 2020 

 

Readings 
Sunday 17th May 
Genesis 8: 20 - 9: 17 
Life on earth starts again, renewed after  
the violent cleansing of the flood. 
Acts 17: 22 - 31 
Peter exhorts the Athenians to discard idols, whose  
enslaving properties can never be satisfied, and to  
worship the God who dwells in every breath of creation,  
including our own. 
John 14: 15 - 21 
Jesus assures his disciples that, through the comfort of  
the Spirit and obedience to his word, they will never be  
alone or abandoned in a hostile world. 
 
Daily Reading Sunday 17th to Saturday 23rd May 
Monday 18th May 
Psalm 65, Numbers 16:1-35, Luke 6:27-38 
Tuesday 19th May 
Psalm 126, Numbers 16:36-50, Luke 6:39-49 
Wednesday 20th May 
Psalm 132, Numbers 17:1-11, Luke 7:1-10 
Thursday 21st May (Ascension Day) 
Psalm 110, Isaiah 52:7-15, Hebrews 7:23-28 
Friday 22nd May  
Psalm 81, Numbers 20:1-13, Luke 7:11-17 
Saturday 23rd May 
Psalm 47, Numbers 21:4-9, Luke 7:18-35 
 
 
Dear Everyone 
As far as we know at present our Sunday communion service and weekday prayer services on Zoom will                  
continue for a while yet. 
Those who have been part of those services have spoken of the benefits they have experienced. I would                  
like to encourage many more of you to join us.  
If you do not use the internet and would like to phone in then instructions are given in full below. 
Online, using Zoom is very easy- you simply need to download Zoom from the internet – a very                  
straightforward thing to do – just visit their website. Then all you need is to let me know that you want                     
to join us and I can forward you an invite and an order of service – and if I am unavailable so can Nick                        
Parish, Stephen Longden and Ruth Attwood.  Blessings Martin 
 
 
Thy Kingdom Come  -  from the Diocese 
Thy Kingdom Come, the global wave of prayer, is taking place from 21 – 31 May 2020. This year will                    
obviously be a little different to usual as it will be mainly virtual, however we are working with our                   
ecumenical partners across the diocese to bring together a great programme of services, events and               
activities.  Please visit thykingdomcome.global for more details of this year's global event.  
 
  

http://www.thykingdomcome.global/


FOR OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
We pray for all providing spiritual and pastoral care to our parishes and those within the wider community                 
during this period of COVID-19. May we all continue to pray for and support one another in love. 

For all our Church, Messy Church and Youth Alpha families that they may continue to find faith at home. 

For those serving God, here and abroad:  Nick Parish training for ordination and Sarah Attwood in Bosnia. 

Those in need of long-term prayerful support: Andrew Pitchford, Lynn Wells, Ian Tennant, Samantha              
Taylor, Ted Weston, Alf Booth, Pat Rodgers, Kay Howard, Claire Rose, Audrey Morris, Fleur Samples, Joan                
Taylor, Colin Campbell. 

Prayer requests: Nazanin & family, Robin Nelson, Carl Baker, for all affected by the coronavirus and all                 
seeking to contain & combat this pandemic, for all providing care and support at this time. 

Those who have recently died: Mary Binns and her close friends who mourn her.  
 
 
OUR COMMUNION SERVICE – IS WEEKLY If you would like to join myself [the Vicar] the staff team and                   
some others from our congregations for a communion service on Sundays at 9.00am – then David Fergus                 
will be celebrating Communion in his home [I am not allowed to as I do not have anyone else in the                     
Vicarage and there has to be another person present]. We will be linking up just before 9.00 so that we can                     
start the service on time. Do remember to ask for a copy of the Order of Service as well. 
 
DAILY PRAYER - I and others are committed to saying Daily Prayer on weekday mornings at 9.00 using a                   
Service Order from Iona Abbey. We ‘meet’ on Zoom and the telephone link works for this as well. If you                    
wish to join us, then you are most welcome. Again, please ask for a copy of the service order. We will not                      
be saying prayers on Saturday mornings as that is my day ‘off’ for the foreseeable future. Martin 
 
NOT ONLINE? YOU CAN STILL WORSHIP WITH US. 
If you do not use a computer or smart phone then please know that we are praying each day for you, for                     
the Benefice, for the world. 
FAR BETTER STILL You may care to join us on the phone. This works for the Communion Service and Daily                    
Prayers.  
At 8.55am call 02080806592 
You are then asked to enter a Meeting ID number and to press #   -      4042286306 # 
The man then asks for another number and again to press #              -    Simply press # 
 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK GOES DIGITAL. This year, Christian Aid Week takes place from 10 - 16 May. Since                  
1957, the week has brought communities together in action and prayer. Whilst the coronavirus pandemic               
means that Christian Aid Week 2020 will be different, churches across the diocese are being invited to                 
stand in solidarity with the world’s most vulnerable people in new and innovative ways.  

With daily quizzes and live-streamed worship, supporters can be involved from their own homes and could                
also take part in the 300,000 steps in May challenge which will be run through Facebook or send an                   
electronic donation envelope - an ‘e-envelope’ – to friends and family.  

>> Visit the Christian Aid Week website for more info, resources and to get involved  

FROM OUR BISHOP. This week, we are reminded by Christan Aid, of our place in the global family.  The                 
things that have aroused our passions in the face of Covid-19 in our own nation, communities and               
households – decision making in politics and church, allocation of resources, public and private choices: the              
things that could have been done and weren’t, the things that shouldn’t have been done and were - are                 
seen from a different perspective.  
The pandemic has exaggerated and accelerated the injustices already playing out across the world. The              
poorest will get poorer, the vulnerable will be even more at risk, inequalities will increase.  Much that is                

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/about-us/christian-aid-week/coronavirus-guidance#resources
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/


good, especially in the increase of relationships of care and the appreciation of those who are vital for                 
healthy society but are often overlooked, has arisen out of these unforeseen and unwanted circumstances.               
Christian Aid week challenges us to broaden our horizons and apply lessons learnt locally, globally. This              
week, as restrictions begin to be lifted on our lockdown, we are asked to remember those whose                
restrictions are not a temporary response to a crisis but a long-term consequence of economic and          
societal injustice.  
I continue to hold you in my prayers, and I ask you to pray with me for our battered world.     Libby  
 
In Christian Aid Week, a prayer for a global pandemic  
Loving God,  
strengthen our innermost being  
with your love that bears all things  
even the weight of this global pandemic  
even the endurance of watching for symptoms  
of patiently waiting for this to pass  
watching while we pray,  
keeping our gaze fixed on you,  
and looking out for our neighbours near and far.  
  
Instil in our shaken souls  
the belief and hope that all things  
are possible with your creative love  
for strangers to become friends  
for science to source solutions  
for resources to be generously shared  
so everyone, everywhere, may have what they need.  
  
May your perfect love that knows no borders  
cast out any fear and selfishness that divides.  
May your love that never ends  
be our comfort, strength and guide  
for the wellbeing of all and  
the glory of God. Amen  

 
Our way of saying Thank You to the NHS  

Volunteers from The Maple Tree and Repton Community have put together a 
Lockdown Cookbook - a selection of delicious bakes and tasty recipes that can 
easily be made during Lockdown, including a ‘Lush No Flour Chocolate Cake ‘ 
courtesy of the celebrity cook, Tom Kerridge.  
 
The book has been beautifully illustrated by Amy Gaunt of The Repton Design 
Company and is now on sale. You can buy it at Repton Post Office also from 9 
Main Street, Repton by dropping your name and address with cash through the 

letterbox or online at:   https://lifeafterforty.wixsite.com/repton-community/community-cookbook 
 

It makes a lovely gift to send to family and friends to let them know you are thinking of them. 
If you order online there is a Post and Packing facility.  

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO SUPPORT THIS INITIATIVE TO HELP 
ALL THOSE IN THE NHS WHO ARE WORKING SO TIRELESSLY ON OUR BEHALF  

THANK YOU!  
CHURCHES REMAIN CLOSED – A statement from your Vicar. This week permission has been granted for Vicars                 
to go into their churches to pray, on their own. Although I have been longing for the church to open for                     
prayer since we were forced to close them I will not be entering the church to pray. I am taking this stance                      
to show solidarity with all those who are denied access to such places of holiness and prayer, comfort and                   

https://lifeafterforty.wixsite.com/repton-community/community-cookbook?fbclid=IwAR2N1hWhhVVQADxY0MWjVypAe5VVTpG23nvq0aSI1aI7E0jJa_JsFTfx5Dg


strength, peace and spiritual renewal. It is my great hope that we will soon be able to open them once                    
again. 

VICAR’S SUNDAY SERMONS. These are now posted on Facebook for St Wystan’s & St Mary’s if you wish to catch up. 

THE VILLAGE NEWS MAGAZINE – DO YOU WANT/NEED A HARD COPY. As you will be aware The Village                  
News is now online www.thevillagenews.org.uk . If you want the Magazine emailed to you each month              
there is a subscribe button at the bottom of the page where all you have to do is enter your email address? 
If you need or prefer a hard copy then please let the Vicar know. We have managed to distribute 160                    
copies of the May Magazine and have the capacity to do more – so please contact Martin if you would like                     
a back issue of May or to be ready for the June issue. 

YOUR FUNERAL. At the risk of getting morbid, Covid19 has made us more aware of our vulnerability and                  
the possibility that we could die. Even if we do not at this time it is inevitable that we will one day. We are                        
encouraged to write wills to make things easier for our loved ones when we have gone. A similar thing we                    
can do is to share our wishes for our funerals. From my experience I know how much more meaningful                   
[and easier] it is for families if they know, for instance, what hymns you want sung. To help you in this I                      
have acquired some leaflets published by the Church of England. These are easy to follow guides to                 
encourage you to write down your wishes. Written for more ‘normal’ times we would not necessarily be                 
able to fulfil all your wishes if your funeral is during this pandemic – but they would help guide us both at                      
that service and at a memorial service in the future. If you would like a copy of the leaflet or a link for the                        
online resource please let me know. Vicar Martin. 

THE DEATH OF LOVED ONES – A ‘HOME’ FUNERAL. A couple of weeks ago we printed in the newsletter a                    
short act of remembering and reflection to be used at home at the time of a funeral. Please remember you                    
have access to this if you are talking to family or friends who have lost loved ones – they may not be aware                       
of the possibility of using this at the time of a funeral they are not allowed to attend – and you could help                       
them a lot by suggesting it. The link for the Document is: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020- 
03/Funerals%20liturgy%20at%20home%20public.pdf 

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A PHONECALL MAKES. All of us are isolated in one way or another, some more than                   
others. It is amazing what a difference a phone call can make. May I encourage you to phone other                   
members of the congregation as well as family and friends – it will brighten up their day no end. 
 

 

http://www.thevillagenews.org.uk/
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-%2003/Funerals%20liturgy%20at%20home%20public.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-%2003/Funerals%20liturgy%20at%20home%20public.pdf

