
The Benefice of Foremark and Repton with Newton Solney
The 5th Sunday of Easter - Sunday 2nd May 2021

Daily Reading Sunday 2nd May to Saturday 8th May
Sunday 2nd May - (5th Sunday of Easter)
Acts 8: 26 - end  (one reading only)
Phillip demonstrates his obedience and trust in God, 
reaching out to the Ethiopian man and spreading God’s love.
John 15: 1 - 8
We are nurtured and cared for by the Father, show our 
love for God by following the teaching of Jesus, the true vine.
Monday 3rd May
Psalm 145, Deuteronomy 16:1-20, 1 Peter 1:1-12 
Tuesday 4th May (English saints and martyrs of the Reforma�on) 
Psalm 19, Deuteronomy 17:8-end, 1 Peter 1:13-end
Wednesday 5th May
Psalm 30, Deuteronomy 18:9-end, 1 Peter 2:1-10
Thursday 6th May
Psalm 57, Deuteronomy 19, 1 Peter 2:11-end
Friday 7th May
Psalm 138, Deuteronomy 21:22-22:8, 1 Peter 3:1-12
Saturday 8th May (Julian of Norwich)
Psalm 76, Deuteronomy 24:5-end, 1 Peter 3:13-end
Next Sunday will celebrate:   
The 6th Sunday of EASTER That being also Roga�on Sunday 
and the Sunday Before Ascension

FOR OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK
May the Joy and Peace of the Risen Lord be with you all this Easter�de

All con�nuing to provide spiritual and pastoral care to our parishes and those within the wider community during this 
period of COVID-19. 

All our Church, Messy Church and Youth Alpha families that they may con�nue to deepen their faith. 

Those serving God, here and abroad:  Nick Parish soon to be ordained, Sarah A�wood as she con�nues her ministry 
with the church in Bosnia.

Those in need of long-term prayerful support: Andrew Pitchford, Lynn Wells, Ian Tennant, Samantha Taylor, Ted 
Weston, Alf Booth, Kay Howard, Claire Rose, Audrey Morris, Joan Taylor, Robin Nelson, Carl Baker, Shirley Wells, 
Lorna Griffiths, Karen Perks.

Prayer requests: Nazanin, sentenced to a further year in prison, for her family, friends and all united in prayer; all 
affected by the coronavirus and all seeking to contain & combat this pandemic.

Those who have recently died and those known to us, R.I.P., Duncan Hay, “Lily” Smart (Denise Johnson’s mother); for 
their families and friends who mourn them, that they find comfort and strength in God’s presence. 

Collect
Risen Christ,
your wounds declare your love for the world
and the wonder of your risen life:
give us compassion and courage
to risk ourselves for those we serve,
to the glory of God the Father.



 
BENEFICE SERVICES AT ST WYSTAN'S

 10.00 on Sundays
 

THIS SUNDAY 10.00 CONTINUING BACK IN CHURCH 
 

PLEASE NOTE LIVE-STREAMING WILL CONTINUE ON ZOOM
These are the instruc�ons for joining

Join Zoom Mee�ng
h�ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/7855049461
Mee�ng ID: 785 504 9461
Telephone:  0203 901 7895     
Enter the Mee�ng ID: 785 504 9461 when prompted. There is no password required.
The service will be uploaded to YouTube and Facebook a�erwards.

OPENING TIMES - OUR CHURCHES CONTINUE TO BE OPEN FOR PRAYER 
ST MARY’S [EVERY DAY] 10.00 – 4.00pm.
ST WYSTAN’S [WEEK DAYS] 8.00 - 6.00pm
St Wystan’s is open on Saturdays 8.00 – 3.00pm then it will be cleaned and set up ready for Sunday.
On Sundays the church will be cleaned a�er the service and then open for prayer un�l 6.00pm.
NOTE!!
St MARY’s NEWTON SOLNEY
Will be closed Wednesday May 5th to allow for cleaning before and a�er a visit by children from the Infant 
School.

 
BIBLE READING
We are returning to having one reading before the Gospel, as we did prior to lockdown. As we are now 
singing more of the service and will shortly reintroduce other parts of the service / prayers which were 
omi�ed in the ‘Zoom Lockdown’ services we need the ‘space’ this will provide. We will use the Old or New 
Testament op�on, whichever is preferred.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK - 10 - 16 May 2021
This year, Chris�an Aid Week is being held from 10 to 16 May 2021 and like last year much of the focus is 
virtual due to the pandemic.   There are many ways that you can get involved, including resources for 
prayer, taking part in the 300,000 steps challenge or simply by dona�ng. The Chris�an Aid Week website 
has been fully updated for 2021. 
h�ps://www.chris�anaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/chris�an-aid-week

OPERATOR  - CAMERA AND LAPTOP FOR ZOOM SERVICES
We need someone to work with Stephen and Simon to stream services from Repton Church. FULL 
TRAINING GIVEN. 

Abigail Johnson our new Organist/Choirmistress writes:
I would like to extend my thanks to you all for the warm welcome you have given to me.
It was wonderful to be able to meet all together back under the hallowed beams of our lovely church, even 
if there are s�ll restric�ons in place.
Thank you too for the offers I have received from people to sing as part of a choir.
You will be aware that we are only allowed to have a small number taking part. I seem to find myself in the 
fortunate posi�on of having more singers than spaces so I will endeavour to share the opportuni�es 
around as repertoire and voicing allows.
If you would like to sing and didn’t speak to me on Sunday please get in touch.
My email is johnson.a@no�nghamhigh.co.uk

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7855049461
mailto:johnson.a@nottinghamhigh.co.uk


DEANERY SYNOD REPRESENTATION
The Deanery Synod is a large commi�ee that meets 4 – 6 �mes a year depending on work load etc. Our 
‘Mercia Deanery’ basically covers all the churches of South Derbyshire. Although in the past it has o�en 
dri�ed along seeming to lack purpose now that we are faced with the Diocesan Vision Synod it will play a 
very important role. Part of this will be helping decide which Parishes work together in new groupings. As 
our Benefice will be affected it is vital we have representa�ves on the Deanery Synod. Both Repton and 
Newton Solney have vacancies. It is usual for the Synod Reps. to sit on the P.C.C.. We won’t fill our Synod 
places from the current PCC Membership so are looking for new people to get involved. 

P.C.C.’s and CHURCHWARDENS at St Wystans and St Mary’s
In addi�on to the above men�oned Synod Representa�ves who would come onto the PCC’s we have space 
on both P.C.C.’s  - for 1 person in Repton and for 2 in Newton Solney. Anyone interested please have a word 
with the Vicar.
St Wystan Wardens
We also need to be aware that both George and Stephen will be stepping down as Churchwardens next 
year. Normally we avoid such a situa�on with staggered appointments that lead to one ‘experienced’ 
warden always being in post while a new one gets up to speed. It would be good if we could appoint a 
‘Deputy Warden’ for this year, who could then step into the full Warden role in 2022. If you are interested 
in this please have a word with George, Stephen or the Vicar.
St Mary Wardens
Brenda does very well as our Warden but it would be lovely if she was supported by another Warden in 
post – if anyone is interested in what the role actually involves then do have a word with Brenda or the 
Vicar.

REPTON and NEWTON SOLNEY ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS
Newton Solney’s will take place on Wednesday May 12th at 7.00pm.  It will be held in St Mary’s and a short 
PCC Mee�ng will follow. Unless the secretary has been no�fied it will be assumed those in post will 
con�nue in those roles for the next year. Thanks.
Repton’s - will take place on Tuesday May 25th at 7.30pm. It will be in St Wystan’s and online using the 
Sunday service zoom link.

CANDLE STAND
Last Sunday we dedicated and blessed a new candlestand to be in St Wystan’s. This replaces the temporary 
sand tray we have had during lockdown that has been heavily used. The stand has been generously given 
by Elizabeth and Danny Motley in memory of Elizabeth’s parents The Rev’d John and Mrs Eileen 
Montgomery.

NEWTON SOLNEY CHURCHYARD
Thank you to all those who turned out recently to help clear some of the excess growth at Newton Solney. 
As we move towards ‘zoned’ areas of the Churchyard, keeping some more ‘natural’ and others ‘well 
groomed’ it is good that we can share in making the Churchyard a pleasant place to visit or walk through.

With the development of the layout of the churchyard we do need volunteers to help with regular or 
occasional tasks – please contact Tim Norman or the Vicar if you might like to help. Thanks.

MARRIAGE CHANGES
Basically the system of Church Registers and Marriage Cer�ficates that Parish Priests have been 
empowered to complete and handout since the early 19th century has been removed and centralised 
within the system of State Registrars.
This is a further step towards the seculariza�on of society and loses some occasional pastoral contacts.

Instead of comple�ng a Cer�ficate there will be a form that must be lodged with the local Registrar. They 
will then provide the couple with a Cer�ficate. Couples or individuals needing a replacement cer�ficate will 
no longer be able to get one from a church but will have to go to a Registry Office.



The current Marriage Registers will be ‘closed’ on Tuesday this week. Replacing them will be a Register of 
Weddings, just as we hold registers of Bap�sms, Burials and other Services. This will include more detail 
than the current Marriage Registers but will not need to be signed during the ceremony. 
 
The change will take place on May 4th. Marriages con�nue to take place by Banns, Common or Special 
Licence. Couples s�ll have to ‘Qualify’ to marry in a specific church as they have for the last few years.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE BISHOP OF DERBY’S OFFICE

Mercia Deanery (posts will be for one year in the first instance):

The Revd Neil Roberts, Chaplain to Repton School, has been appointed Rector of Guildford St Nicolas, 
Diocese of Guildford. Mr Roberts hopes to take up his new appointment in September.

THY KINGDOM COME  13th May - 23rd May
Between Ascension and Pentecost each year 'Thy Kingdom Come' is a global wave of prayer. more 
informa�on can be found on  h�ps://www.thykingdomcome.global/
As part of our joining in with this period of prayer we have Prayer Journals for adults available with 
thoughts and prayers for the 11 days.
For families with children we have A Family Prayer Adventure Map with digital links each day on apps.
Both these resources are free and available to pick up in St Wystan's.

SERMON PREACHED BY THE VICAR ON THE 4th Sunday of Easter 2021

Re-Dra� and update of First Sunday in Repton 2012

Based on Genesis 7: 1-5, 11 – 18; 8: 6 – 18; 9: 8 – 13.    Acts 4: 5 – 12   and    John 10: 11 – 18.

You may be surprised, or you may not, to learn that I have kept copies of every sermon I have preached 
over the years. While it is only on the rarest of occasions that I would ever re-preach a sermon, today is one 
such day. Nine years ago this very day I preached my first Sunday sermon here in Repton – to the same 
readings [a�er all we are on a 3 year cycle of readings].
I men�oned then how I had opened my lectionary to the readings with a li�le cau�on, hoping for 
something inspira�onal, something that I could use as a launching pad for my ministry here. I used the 
word cau�on because I was aware of there being a lot of feelings and emo�on whirring around when a 
new vicar arrives – wondering if I was going to change everything, some hoping for radical change, others 
hoping for the status quo – Wardens wondering if they had appointed the right person to the post – 
perhaps they are s�ll wondering!!

And I wrote that the bo�om line at such a �me as it was then, was that we could feel a bit vulnerable – as it 
always is at �mes of great change in our lives – and that is exactly why I am drawing on that same message 
9 years on – because as we open up once again, as we begin to worship together once more, as we face up 
to the task of re-examining all that we do as a Benefice, what form our mission and ministry should take in 
the coming years – and all with the perspec�ve of a new Diocesan Vision and structure – so, if you are like 
me, you feel a li�le wobbly, a li�le uncertain, a li�le vulnerable. 
Such vulnerability can be a gap – a gap in our lives where the forces that we would rather didn’t exist can 

The Revd Dr Mike Firbank, Vicar of Gresley, has also been appointed Ac�ng Area Dean of Mercia.●

The Revd Steve Short, Rector of Melbourne, Ticknall, Smisby and Stanton-by-Bridge, has also 
been appointed Assistant Ac�ng Area Dean in the same deanery.

●

Mrs Maggie Fenby-Taylor, Lay Chair of Mercia Deanery, will chair the Mercia Deanery Synod.●

Mrs Ruth A�wood will con�nue to provide oversight of the Readers within Mercia deanery.●

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/


creep in and drive a wedge between us and God, forcing us apart, weakening our faith and resolve. And of 
course, that is a bad thing to happen.

However, I have long recognised the truth in St Paul’s words – that it is when we are weak that God’s 
strength can get to work; that we can know the reality of God’s power in our lives more fully when we are 
weak – is so true. It is when we are vulnerable, when we are fearful, when we are uncertain of what lies 
ahead that we have an opportunity to ensure that we choose the right path – the path that leads to 
goodness, growth, peace, hope, love and all those good things God gives us.
Even though we might be tempted to follow the ways of serving self and walking into the darkness, as we 
remain true to our faith, then we can live in the image of Christ, with hope in our hearts, lightness in our 
steps and the reassuring knowledge that we are following God’s ways, ways that lead us into the light. 

And today’s readings, as they did 9 years ago, encourage us, and centre our a�en�on on what is important. 
The Genesis reading reminding us that from the days of Noah to this day God has been our God and 
through the Covenant has been commi�ed to helping us be his people. That reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles – with Peter, filled by the Holy Spirit, proclaiming Jesus Christ; proclaiming the Resurrec�on of 
Jesus opening the way to salva�on; proclaiming Jesus as the way to God.

As we consider this next stage of the mission and ministry of our churches in this post-lockdown period, as 
we seek God’s call to us on how we should be his people, do those proclama�ons by Peter speak to us? Do 
they touch our hearts and souls as individual Chris�ans; do they speak to us as a gathered family, ‘A’ church 
even if we are separate congrega�ons; do Peter’s words both reassure us as well as challenge us?
They should for at their heart is the good news of Jesus Christ, the core of our being, not just the source or 
the end, but the very essence of the here and now for each of us and for us as a gathered community. It is 
not just for our comfort but should also be our inspira�on as we seek to live as God would have us live, 
faithful, witnessing, light filled lives that speak to others of God’s love for them.

What is my role in all this? I told those of you who were here on that day in 2012 that some priests believe 
they know what will be good for their churches and impose their will on a place. Some priests, borrowing a 
well-known phrase – are so heavenly minded they are no earthly use. Some priests are cast in a �ght 
mould, unable to flex and respond to changing situa�ons. None of those were me or are me….and I thank 
God for that because we are in the midst of �mes that are changing in ways that we couldn’t have 
conceived a decade ago. I did not have preconceived ideas about what would work and what wouldn’t 
when I arrived and I don’t have either now, as we are faced with a new beginning – it is a bit like Noah 
stepping off the Ark – what to do next? 
I, and perhaps we, may be faced with li�le idea of the way forward, nor have answers to many problems 
and ques�ons, and we may not wish to sweep away or pull down things but we must have courage to do 
what is required. And we must want to build, to nurture, to encourage, to pray, to seek God’s way, to search 
the scriptures, to search our hearts, to grab what opportuni�es arise to serve others in love, to share the 
Good News – these are the gospel ways.

Not many years ago vicars gave a lead. They served by giving a strong lead. They tried to be what Christ 
spoke of in the gospel – good shepherds. And yes, there are elements of leadership that I have to 
occasionally express – and I will con�nue to do that when there is need – but nowadays – and certainly 
within the Diocesan Vision - we have what is called a collabora�ve ministry – my working with you – your 
working with me – all of us working for God. 
I am one of the sheep, one of the flock – albeit called to a par�cular role maybe – but as much a part of the 
flock as each of you. It is together as a flock that we must follow our Good Shepherd. With faith and trust in
Him we can know that things will go well, even though at this �me things are going to change.
Change is an idea we find hard to embrace, but change has to happen. If we are to be a living expression of 
the love of God we need to change and to keep changing. A�er all..….the small pond in the vicarage garden 
stagnates if I don’t top up the water regularly – and if it stagnated it wouldn’t support the life that had been 
in it let alone see new things growing. Every living thing is constantly on the move, changing, growing, 



developing, evolving. That includes us; that includes churches. We will not always get things right, but we 
must not be afraid of failure but in faith seek each and every possible avenue to grow in faith, express our 
faith in service, share our faith in deed and in word.
How we will con�nue to do this in the future and how we will do it be�er than we might have done in the 
past remains unclear. But, even though we might feel pressured by our opening up as we, hopefully, get on 
top of covid more and more – we do well to allow God’s Spirit to guide us along a path of evolu�on rather 
than revolu�on. The ark lumbered around on water for 40 days. The exodus in the desert took 40 years. 
Things take �me to get right. We must not rush into things but wait on God and seek His will in each and 
every ma�er. However, all that will happen MUST be built on the one and only founda�on of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Thus, we need to pray, to talk, to explore what we feel – we need to study the Bible, be open to 
what God is asking of us and to search for a vision, a glimpse of where we might go and what we might do 
and what we should be in His name.

This might make us a li�le vulnerable, Noah, those first disciples stepping out in faith must have felt really 
vulnerable, but it is in our weakness that we can know God’s strength; it is in our wai�ng on God that His 
voice will be heard; it is in our faithfulness that the Spirit will be enabled to do its work.

So let us pause for a moment or two of silence and allow God to enter in and ask that He inspires us to 
grow in faith and for his guidance that we might over the coming months and years build together, in the 
power of His spirit and the name of Christ our Lord, His kingdom, here in this our benefice, our churches, 
our parish communi�es and our lives.


