
The Benefice of Foremark and Repton with Newton Solney 
3rd Sunday of Easter - 26th April 2020 

 

 
Readings 
 
Sunday 26th April 
Zephaniah 3: 14 – end 
The prophet tells of the joy people will feel in the Lord’s presence  
and his restoration of them as His people after a time of many trials 
Acts 2: 14a, 36 – 41 
Peter explains that Christ is the perfect sacrificial offering, and urges  
those whose hearts have been purified to love one another. 
Luke 24: 13 - 35 
On the day of the resurrection, two of the disciples travel on foot to  
Emmaus.  Christ walks with them, unrecognised, and interprets  
scripture to them. When he breaks bread with them they recognise him 
 
Monday 27th April 
Psalm 96, Exodus 19, Luke 1:1-25 
Tuesday 28th April 
Psalm 98, Exodus 20:1-21, Luke 1:26-38 
Wednesday 29th April 
Psalm 105, Exodus 24, Luke 1:39-56 
Thursday 30th April  
Psalm 136, Exodus 25:1-22, Luke 1:57-80 
Friday 1st May (Philip and James, Apostles) 
Psalm 119:1-8, Isaiah 30:15-21, John 14:1-14 
Saturday 2nd May 
Psalm 110, Exodus 29:1-9, Luke 2:21-40 
 
 
 
For our prayers this week 

We pray for all providing spiritual and pastoral care to our parishes and those within the wider community                 
during this period of COVID-19. May we all continue to pray for and support one another in love. 

For all our Church, Messy Church and Youth Alpha families that they may continue to find faith at home. 

For those serving God, here and abroad: Nick Parish training for ordination and Sarah Attwood in                
‘lockdown’ in Bosnia.  

Those in need of long-term prayerful support: Andrew Pitchford, Lynn Wells, Ian Tennant, Samantha              
Taylor, Ted Weston, Alf Booth, Pat Rodgers, Kay Howard, Claire Rose, Audrey Morris, Fleur Samples, Joan                
Taylor, Colin Campbell. 

Prayer requests: Nazanin & family, Robin Nelson, Carl Baker, for all affected by the coronavirus and all                 
seeking to contain & combat this pandemic, for all providing care and support at this time. 

Those who have recently died, R.I.P. James McLaren, Joan Phillips, Colin Fergus, Robert Hartwright, Sue               
Watkinson, Edward Hickman (a relative of Hazel Cook) and their families and friends who mourn them.  
 
 
 

  



RESOURCES ONLINE 

 

13 CAN BE A GOOD NUMBER 
Titles ‘Supporting Good Mental Health’ this is a pdf publication from the Church of England which includes                 
13 daily reflections, this booklet has been designed to provide hope, reassurance and comfort.    
Each day has a bible passage, a reflection on those words and then some useful ideas – some practical,                   
others mental and all spiritual! I have found these really useful. Vicar Martin 
 
FURTHER MENTAL HEALTH HELP 
The consequences for our Mental Health during this extension of lockdown have been highlighted. Beyond               
reaching out to the GP or NHS111 there are many organisations available – for you or for someone you                   
know… Here are a few[from the Church of England website]: 
 
Samaritans 
Samaritans provides non-judgmental emotional support for people who are experiencing feelings of           
distress, despair or suicidal thoughts: https://www.samaritans.org/ 
Tel: 116 123 free helpline, or email jo@samaritans.org 
 
Staying Safe 
Information about how to make a safety plan can be found on the Staying Safe website for anyone                
struggling with suicidal thoughts or supporting someone else: https://www.stayingsafe.net/ 
 
Stay Alive app 
The Stay Alive app is a suicide prevention resource for the UK containing useful information and tools to                
help you stay safe in crisis. You can use it if you are having thoughts of suicide or if you are concerned                      
about someone else who may be considering suicide: 
https://www.prevent-suicide.org.uk/find-help-now/stay-alive-app/ 
 
Campaign Against Living Miserably (CALM) 
CALM is for anyone who needs to talk about life's problems. Tel: 0800 58 58 58 free helpline or webchat                   
from 5pm to midnight every day: https://www.thecalmzone.net/ 
 
Papyrus 
Papyrus is for children and people under 35 who are experiencing thoughts of suicide or for anyone                
concerned that a young person could be thinking about suicide. Tel: 0800 068 41 41 free helpline from                  
Monday to Friday 9am to 10pm, weekends 2pm to 10pm, bank holidays 2pm to 5pm. Text: 07860 039967                  
or email pat@papyrus-uk.org 
 
Childline 
Childline helps children and young people under 19 with any issue they're going through. Tel: 0800 1111                
free – the helpline number won't show up on your phone bill. Because of the coronavirus outbreak, you                  
can only speak to a Childline counsellor online or on the phone from 9am to midnight. 
 
The Silver Line 
The Silver Line is a free helpline for older people across the UK that's open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,                      
365 days a year. Tel: 0800 4 70 80 90. 
 
And please don’t forget - you can call Martin or David and be assured of the total confidentiality that our                    
being Priests brings. 
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THE VILLAGE NEWS MAGAZINE 
As you will be aware The Village News is now online: www.thevillagenews.org.uk . If you want the               
Magazine emailed to you each month there is a subscribe button at the bottom of the page where all you                    
have to do is enter your email address. 
 
REPTON OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 
The Open Gardens Committee has decided to cancel this year's Open Gardens event which was due to take                  
place over the weekend of 13th and 14th June 2020. We had hoped to rearrange it for the end of August                     
but under the circumstances have decided it would not be possible so with regret we must cancel for this                   
year. The gardens are looking spectacular as we all have more time to be in them so we are sorry not to be                       
able to share them with others.  We look forward to arranging next year's programme. 
Repton Open Gardens Committee 
 
YOUR FUNERAL 
At the risk of getting morbid, COVID-19 has made us more aware of our vulnerability and the possibility                  
that we could die. Even if we do not at this time it is inevitable that we will one day. We are encouraged to                        
write wills to make things easier for our loved ones when we have gone. A similar thing we can do is to                      
share our wishes for our funerals. From my experience I know how much more meaningful [and easier] it is                   
for families if they know, for instance, what hymns you want sung. To help you in this I have acquired some                     
leaflets published by the Church of England. These are easy to follow guides to encourage you to write                  
down your wishes. Written for more ‘normal’ times we would not necessarily be able to fulfil all your                  
wishes if your funeral is during this pandemic – but they would help guide us both at that service and at a                      
memorial service in the future. If you would like a copy of the leaflet please let me know. Vicar Martin. 
 
FAITH AND ACTIVITIES 
There are many resources online to help us keep engaged with our faith. If you go to the Diocesan website                    
you will find many resources and ideas for adults and children. The national Church of England website has                  
links also. Ruth Attwood is constantly sending stuff out to our families and both she and I will help you out                     
with materials support if you have something specific in mind but can’t find what you want. 
 
WORSHIP 
There are now a lot of services streaming live from homes of the Cathedral staff and others, including                  
ourselves! There are also sermons and other resources available 
 
OUR COMMUNION SERVICE - NOW WEEKLY If you would like to join myself [the Vicar] the staff team and                   
some others from our congregations for a communion service on Sundays at 9.00am – then David Fergus                 
will be celebrating Communion in his home [I am not allowed to as I do not have anyone else in the                     
Vicarage and there has to be another person present]. We will be linking up just before 9.00 so that we can                     
start the service on time using Zoom – if you would like to join us then please contact me so that I can                       
send you an invitation to join the Zoom meeting and a copy of the order of service. [I will not be working                      
Saturday but if you contact me then I will send stuff through Sunday morning] If you joined us on Easter                    
Day the same invite will work.  
 
DAILY PRAYER - Last week I wrote about the Daily Prayer I and a few others were committed to at 9.00 in                      
the morning. From next Monday we will be using a Service for Morning Prayer from Iona Abbey. We use 
Zoom and the same invite for Communion works for morning prayer.  
If you wish to join us, then you are most welcome. Please let me know so that I can send you a copy of the                         
order of service we use and an invitation code you need to join in. 

We will not be saying prayers on Saturday mornings as that is the Vicar’s day off for the foreseeable future. 
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NOT ONLINE? YOU CAN STILL WORSHIP WITH US. 
If you are unable to join us because you do not use a computer or smart phone then please know that we                     
are praying each day at that time - for you, for the Benefice, for the world. 
 
FAR BETTER STILL You may care to join us on the phone. This works for the Communion Service and Daily                    
Prayers.   I suggest at 8.55am you call 02080806592 
You are then asked to enter a Meeting ID number and press#   4042286306 # 
The man then asks for another number and press #         Simply press # 
 
THE DEATH OF LOVED ONES – A ‘HOME’ FUNERAL 
Last week we printed in the newsletter a short act of remembering and reflection to be used at home at                    
the time of a funeral. Please remember you have access to this if you are talking to family or friends who                     
have lost loved ones – they may not be aware of the possibility of using this at the time of a funeral they                       
are not allowed to attend – and you could help them a lot by suggesting it. The link for the Document is: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/Funerals%20liturgy%20at%20home%20public.pdf 
 
WHAT A DIFFERENCE A PHONECALL MAKES 
All of us are isolated in one way or another, some more than others. It is amazing what a difference a                     
phone call can make. May I encourage you to phone other members of the congregation as well as family                   
and friends – it will brighten up their day no end. 
 
A PRAYER FROM THE BISHOP’S LETTER THIS WEEK 
We are not people of fear: we are people of courage. 
We are not people who protect our own safety alone: 
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety. 
We are not people of greed: we are people of generosity. 
We are your people God, giving and loving, 
wherever we are, whatever it costs 
For as long as it takes 
wherever you call us. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
FUNERAL FEES 
Our Diocese has decided to keep in line with many other Diocesan authorities across the country by                 
waiving fees for funerals as from last Friday. This decision was for the Diocesan Board of Finance part of                   
the fee and they have asked P.C.C.’s to approve waiving our part of the fee. We will not lose out financially                     
as they are proposing to pay us what we would have received. 
This is an important gesture the church is making to people at this most challenging of time. I like to think                     
we would have said “Yes” to waiving our portion of the fee even without the reimbursement that has been                   
agreed. 
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HYMNS FOR COMMUNION 
 
 
Jesus stand among us 
 
At the meeting of our lives; 
Be our sweet agreement 
At the meeting of our eyes. 
O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here; 
Join our hearts in unity and take away our fear. 

So to You we're gathering 
Out of each and every land; 
Christ the love between us 
At the joining of our hands. 
O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here; 
Join our hearts in unity and take away our fear. 

Jesus, stand among us 
At the breaking of the bread; 
Join us as one body 
As we worship You, our Head. 
O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here; 
Join our hearts in unity and take away our fear. 

Jesus stand among us 
At the meeting of our lives; 
Be our sweet agreement 
At the meeting of our eyes. 
O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here; 
Join our hearts in unity and take away our fear. 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
 
Wheat that in the dark earth many years has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
In the grave they laid Him, Love Whom we had slain, 
Thinking that He’d never wake to life again, 
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
Up He sprang at Easter, like the risen grain, 
He that for three days in the grave had lain; 
Up from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
When our hearts are saddened, grieving or in pain, 
By Your touch You call us back to life again; 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 

 


