
The Benefice of Foremark and Repton with Newton Solney 
Fourth Sunday of Easter - 3rd May 2020 

Readings 
Sunday 3rd May 
Genesis 7 
After building the Ark the Lord tells Noah to board the ship with  
two of every kind of animal. Noah does as he is told and the rain  
starts to fall. 
Acts 2: 42 - end 
After the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, the Apostles and other believers  
lived out their lives openly in the Temple and sharing in their homes. 
John 10: 1 - 10 
After considerable conflict with the Jewish religious hierarchy, Jesus  
uses the image of a sheepfold to speak of God’s people and Church. 

Daily Reading Sunday 3rd to Saturday 9th May 
Sunday 3rd May (4th Sunday of Easter) 
Psalm 23, Genesis 7, Acts 2:42-47, John 10:1-10  
Monday 4th May 
Psalm 103, Exodus 32:1-14, Luke 2:41-52 
Tuesday 5th May 
Psalm 139, Exodus 32:15-34, Luke 3:1-14 
Wednesday 6th May 
Psalm 135, Exodus 33, Luke 3:15-22 
Thursday 7th May  
Psalm 118, Exodus 34:1-10,27-35, Luke 4:1-13 
Friday 8th May  
Psalm 33, Exodus 35:20-36:7, Luke 4:14-30 
Saturday 9th May 
Psalm 34, Exodus 40:17-38, Luke 4:31-37 

For our prayers this week 
We pray for all providing spiritual and pastoral care to our parishes and those within the wider community during 
this period of COVID-19. May we all continue to pray for and support one another in love. 

For all our Church, Messy Church and Youth Alpha families that they may continue to find faith at home. 

For those serving God, here and abroad: Nick Parish training for ordination and Sarah Attwood in ‘lockdown’ in                  
Bosnia.  

Those in need of long-term prayerful support: Andrew Pitchford, Lynn Wells, Ian Tennant, Samantha Taylor, Ted                
Weston, Alf Booth, Pat Rodgers, Kay Howard, Claire Rose, Audrey Morris, Fleur Samples, Joan Taylor, Colin Campbell. 

Prayer requests: Nazanin & family, Robin Nelson, Carl Baker, for all affected by the coronavirus and all seeking to                   
contain & combat this pandemic, for all providing care and support at this time. 

Those who have recently died: Colin Fergus, Robert Hartwright, Sue Watkinson, Edward Hickman (a relative of Hazel 
Cook), Mary Binns (Newton Park) and their families and friends who mourn them. 
 
V.E. DAY 75th ANNIVERSARY ON FRIDAY 8th MAY. In 1945 short services of thanksgiving were held every hour                
in Westminster Abbey on VE Day from 9am to 10pm and attended by approximately 25,000 people. You may care to                
read this prayer from their order of service - perhaps at 3.00pm which is the time Winston Churchill announced the                  
end of the war in Europe. 

To Thee, O Lord, the Champion Leader of Thy people, do we Thy 
servants ascribe thankoffering of victory, for Thou hast delivered us in the 
cloudy and dark day.  And as Thou hast invincible power, let the design of 
Thy great love lighten upon the waste of our wraths and sorrows; and give 

peace to Thy Church, peace among nations, peace in our dwellings and peace 
in our hearts.  We ask it in the name of the Victorious Christ, Thy Son our 

Blessed Lord.  Amen 



RESOURCES ONLINE 

13 CAN BE A GOOD NUMBER 
Titles ‘Supporting Good Mental Health’ this is a pdf publication from the Church of England which includes                 
13 daily reflections, this booklet has been designed to provide hope, reassurance and comfort.    
Each day has a bible passage, a reflection on those words and then some useful ideas – some practical,                   
others mental and all spiritual! I have found these really useful. Vicar Martin. 
 
FURTHER MENTAL HEALTH HELP 
The consequences for our Mental Health during this extension of lockdown have been highlighted. Beyond               
reaching out to the GP or NHS111 there are many organisations available – for you or for someone you                   
know… Here are a few [from the Church of England website]: 
 
Samaritans 
Samaritans provides non-judgmental emotional support for people who are experiencing feelings of 
distress, despair or suicidal thoughts: https://www.samaritans.org/ 
Tel: 116 123 free helpline, or email jo@samaritans.org 
 
Staying Safe 
Information about how to make a safety plan can be found on the Staying Safe website for anyone                
struggling with suicidal thoughts or supporting someone else: https://www.stayingsafe.net/ 
 
Stay Alive app 
The Stay Alive app is a suicide prevention resource for the UK containing useful information and tools to                
help you stay safe in crisis. You can use it if you are having thoughts of suicide or if you are concerned                      
about someone else who may be considering suicide:  
https://www.prevent-suicide.org.uk/find-help-now/stay-alive-app/ 
 
Campaign Against Living Miserably (CALM) 
CALM is for anyone who needs to talk about life's problems. Tel: 0800 58 58 58 free helpline or webchat                   
from 5pm to midnight every day: https://www.thecalmzone.net/ 
 
Papyrus 
Papyrus (https://www.papyrus-uk.org/) is for children and people under 35 who are experiencing thoughts            
of suicide or for anyone concerned that a young person could be thinking about suicide. Tel: 0800 068 41                   
41 free helpline from Monday to Friday 9am to 10pm, weekends 2pm to 10pm, bank holidays 2pm to 5pm.                   
Text: 07860 039967 or email pat@papyrus-uk.org 
 
Childline 
Childline helps children and young people under 19 with any issue they're going through. Tel: 0800 1111                
free – the helpline number won't show up on your phone bill. Because of the coronavirus outbreak, you                  
can only speak to a Childline counsellor online or on the phone from 9am to midnight:                
https://www.childline.org.uk/ 
 
The Silver Line 
The Silver Line (https://www.thesilverline.org.uk/) is a free helpline for older people across the UK that's              
open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. Tel: 0800 4 70 80 90. 

 

And please don’t forget - you can call Martin or David and be assured of the total confidentiality that our                    
being Priests brings. 
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  NEW INITIATIVE FROM THE CHURCH   #FaithAtHome 
On Thursday 30th April, The Archbishop of Canterbury lead the first ever ‘national’ school assembly as                
part of resources provided by the Oak National Academy. This will also launch the Church of England’s                 
#FaithAtHome project, a major new campaign. The Oak National Academy was launched on 20th April               
and its online classroom has been accessed by over a million people across the country and it is                  
expected that this will be the biggest school assembly ever held in the UK. 
This first of the Oak National Academy assemblies will be followed by a continuing weekly collective                
worship session which will be resourced and provided by the Church of England Education Office               
through our Church Schools network. 
Collective worship will feature the voices of children and young people as well as staff from across our                  
network of schools, as part of #FaithAtHome. The assembly will be streamed on the TES website at 10                  
a.m. on Thursday and subsequent Collective Worship will be held on the Oak National Academy               
website. 
 
#FaithAtHome ‘helping households who stay together to pray together’: 
The Church of England’s #faithathome campaign builds on the wider long-term culture change work of               
Growing Faith and Everyday Faith in the context of the current national situation which means that                
primary location for faith development and exploration is in the home. While particular attention and               
resource is focused on this work for this season, it seeks to equip and inspire parents, school leaders                  
and church leaders in inspiring new approaches for the longer term. 
This campaign will launch on Thursday 30 April with the aim to: 
● Equip households to explore and grow in faith through inspirational experiences grounded in the              

new daily normal of the home 
● Collate and create high-quality resources distributed through well-planned coherent digital          

campaigns 
● Catalyse energising networks of school leaders, clergy and chaplains who are able to share              

practice and develop national/local movements 
It is planned to run for 11 weeks, with worship materials created and led by children and young                  
people and staff from schools across the Church of England network.  

 
The #faithathome campaign is based on the 3 principles of Growing Faith – Spiritual Encounters,               
Imaginative Practices and Connected Communities, and seeks to provide and facilitate these for 3              
interacting groups of adult users:  
● ‘I am a parent…’ 
● ‘I am a school leader…’ 
● ‘I am a church leader…’  
 
It recognises the challenges of providing a compelling product for children and young people from ages                
0-18 within a complex digital marketplace, and therefore is aimed at adults in the first instance. 
#faithathome will provide: 
 
a. Resources/Experiences for Children/Young People including: 

● Collective Worship/Prayer activities/experiences – suitable for children/young people to undertake          
remotely as part of their ‘new normal’ 

● Spiritual Development resources – which help students explore areas of the curriculum beyond             
subject boundaries supporting their spiritual development and character formation 

● Pastoral Care resources – provision of high-quality resources in relation to key presenting issues              
such as Positive Mental Health, Community Building/Isolation, Fear, Grief/Bereavement 
 

b. Resources/Experiences focused on equipping adults at home 
This element of #faithathome builds on the well-established work of Everyday Faith within the wider               
remit of ‘Setting God’s People Free’, and focuses on equipping adults to lead at home, looking at issues                  



of discipleship, exploring in particular the relationship between the changing nature of work and the               
new normal of home, and the extent to which this affects children and young people. 
 
 
 

c. Signposting to outstanding external partner resources within this space 
#faithathome is already working with a wider range of partners to spotlight and direct people to                
excellent experiences and resources. This growing range of partner organisations includes: Diddy            
Disciples, Worship for Everyone, HeartSmart, OneLife, Archbishop of York Youth Trust, Children’s            
Society, Messy Church, Prayer Spaces in Schools, iSingPOP, Roots, Centre for Chaplaincy in Education,              
Barnabas in Schools, Parenting for Faith. 
 

d. Building of networks for school leaders, clergy and chaplains to focus this development work 
In addition to the provision of resources and experiences, #faithathome seeks to build connected              
communities of schools, leaders/clergy within dioceses, and also chaplains in a range of settings to               
develop joined up thinking and development. This will include new clergy/school leader Peer Support              
Network groups in 14 Dioceses (Derby, St Albans, Manchester, Liverpool, Chelmsford, Truro, Blackburn,             
Leicester, Worcester, York, Norwich, Guildford, Lichfield, Carlisle) and a range of Chaplaincy networks             
run in partnership with Centre for Chaplaincy in Education 

 
THE VILLAGE NEWS MAGAZINE – DO YOU WANT/NEED A HARD COPY 
As you will be aware The Village News is now online www.thevillagenews.org.uk . If you want the Magazine                
emailed to you each month there is a subscribe button at the bottom of the page where all you have to do                      
is enter your email address? 
If you need or prefer a hard copy then please let the Vicar know before Wednesday this week. 
 
REPTON OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 
The Open Gardens Committee has decided to cancel this year's Open Gardens event which was due to take                  
place over the weekend of 13th and 14th June 2020. We had hoped to rearrange it for the end of August                     
but under the circumstances have decided it would not be possible so with regret we must cancel for this                  
year. The gardens are looking spectacular as we all have more time to be in them so we are sorry not to be                       
able to share them with others.  We look forward to arranging next year's programme. 
Repton Open Gardens Committee 
 
YOUR FUNERAL 
At the risk of getting morbid, Covid19 has made us more aware of our vulnerability and the possibility that                   
we could die. Even if we do not at this time it is inevitable that we will one day. We are encouraged to                       
write wills to make things easier for our loved ones when we have gone. A similar thing we can do is to                      
share our wishes for our funerals. From my experience I know how much more meaningful [and easier] it is                   
for families if they know, for instance, what hymns you want sung. To help you in this I have acquired some                     
leaflets published by the Church of England. These are easy to follow guides to encourage you to write                  
down your wishes. Written for more ‘normal’ times we would not necessarily be able to fulfil all your                  
wishes if your funeral is during this pandemic – but they would help guide us both at that service and at a                      
memorial service in the future. If you would like a copy of the leaflet or a link for the online resource please                      
let me know . Vicar Martin. 
 
FAITH AND ACTIVITIES 
There are many resources on-line to help us keep engaged with our faith. If you go to the Diocesan                   
website you will find many resources and ideas for adults and children. The national Church of England                 
website has links also. Ruth Attwood is constantly sending stuff out to our families and both she and I will                    
help you out with materials support if you have something specific in mind but can’t find what you want. 
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OUR COMMUNION SERVICE – NOW WEEKLY  
If you would like to join myself [the Vicar] the staff team and some others from our congregations for a                    
communion service on Sundays at 9.00am – then David Fergus will be celebrating Communion in his home                 
[I am not allowed to as I do not have anyone else in the Vicarage and there has to be another person                      
present]. We will be linking up just before 9.00 so that we can start the service on time using Zoom – if you                       
would like to join us then please contact me so that I can send you an invitation to join the Zoom meeting                      
and a copy of the order of service. [I will not be working Saturday but if you contact me then I will send                       
stuff through Sunday morning].  
 
SUNDAY SERMONS 
If you want to catch up with Martin's Sunday sermon or even hear it again he has posted videos of them on 
the St Mary's and St Wystan's Facebook sites. 
 
DAILY PRAYER - I and others are committed to saying Daily Prayer at 9.00 in the morning using a Service                    
Order from Iona Abbey. We ‘meet’ on Zoom and the same invite for Communion works for morning prayer                  
[see below for telephone link]. 
If you wish to join us, then you are most welcome. Please let me know in advance so that I can send you a                        
copy of the order of service and an invitation code you need to join in. 

We will not be saying prayers on Saturday mornings as that is my day ‘off’ for the foreseeable future.                   
Martin 
 
NOT ON-LINE? YOU CAN STILL WORSHIP WITH US. 
If you do not use a computer or smart phone then please know that we are praying each day for you, for                     
the Benefice, for the world. 
FAR BETTER STILL You may care to join us on the phone. This works for the Communion Service and Daily                    
Prayers.  
At 8.55am call 02080806592 
You are then asked to enter a Meeting ID number and to press #   -      4042286306 # 
The man then asks for another number and again to press #              -    Simply press # 
 
THE DEATH OF LOVED ONES – A ‘HOME’ FUNERAL 
A couple of weeks ago we printed in the newsletter a short act of remembering and reflection to be used                    
at home at the time of a funeral. Please remember you have access to this if you are talking to family or                      
friends who have lost loved ones – they may not be aware of the possibility of using this at the time of a                       
funeral they are not allowed to attend – and you could help them a lot by suggesting it. The link for the                      
Document is: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020- 
03/Funerals%20liturgy%20at%20home%20public.pdf 
 
WHAT A DIFFERENCE A PHONECALL MAKES 
All of us are isolated in one way or another, some more than others. It is amazing what a difference a                     
phone call can make. May I encourage you to phone other members of the congregation as well as family                   
and friends – it will brighten up their day no end. 
 
NEW DEAN FOR DERBY CATHEDRAL ANNOUNCED 
In case you haven’t seen, Derby Cathedral has announced The Venerable Peter Robinson as the next Dean 
of Derby. Peter has been the Archdeacon of Lindisfarne in the Diocese of Newcastle since 2008 and is very 
much looking forward to an exciting new chapter in his ministry in what will be an equally exciting, though 
challenging, time for Derby Cathedral.   
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A PRAYER FROM THE BISHOP’S LETTER THIS WEEK 
I am giving you worship with all my life,  
I am giving you obedience with all my power,  
I am giving you praise with all my strength,  
I am giving you honour with all my speech.  
I am giving you love with all my heart,  
I am giving you affection with all my sense,  
I am giving you my being with all my mind,  
I am giving you my soul, O most high and holy God.  
Praise to the Father,  
Praise to the Son,  
Praise to the Spirit,  
The Three in One.  
  
FUNERAL FEES 
Our Diocese has decided to keep in line with many other Diocesan authorities across the country by                 
waiving fees for funerals as from last Friday. This decision was for the Diocesan Board of Finance part of                   
the fee and they have asked P.C.C.’s to approve waiving our part of the fee. We will not lose out financially                     
as they are proposing to pay us what we would have received. 
This is an important gesture the church is making to people at this most challenging of time. I like to think                     
we would have said “Yes” to waiving our portion of the fee even without the reimbursement that has been                   
agreed. 
 
BANNER APPEARS ON CHURCH TOWER 
For those of you unable to get to see it a rainbow banner has appeared on the church tower in Repton that                      
says “Thank You NHS”. We do have some very proactive church mice!!! 
 



 
 

HYMNS FOR COMMUNION 

 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Doth his successive journeys run; 
His Kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

To Him shall endless prayer be made. 
And princes throng to crown His head, 
His name like sweet perfume shall rise 
With every morning sacrifice. 

People and realms of every tongue 
Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on His name. 

Blessings abound where’er He reigns: 
The prisoner leaps to lose his chains, 
The weary find eternal rest, 
And all the sons of want are blest. 

Where He displays His healing power 
Death and the curse are known no more; 
In Him the tribes of Adam boast 
More blessings than their father lost. 

Let every creature rise and bring 
Peculiar honors to our King; 



Angels descend with songs again, 
And earth repeat the loud Amen. 

 

The King of love my shepherd is,  
whose goodness faileth never;  
I nothing lack if I am his,  
and he is mine for ever. 

Where streams of living water flow,  
my ransomed soul he leadeth,  
and where the verdant pastures grow,  
with food celestial feedeth. 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,  
but yet in love He sought me,  
and on his shoulder gently laid,  
and home, rejoicing, brought me. 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill  
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;  
thy rod and staff my comfort still,  
thy cross before to guide me. 

Thou spread'st a table in my sight;  
thy unction grace bestoweth;  
and O what transport of delight  
from thy pure chalice floweth! 


