
The Benefice of Foremark and Repton with Newton Solney 
Easter Sunday - 12th April 2020 

 
Easter Sunday 12th April  
Jeremiah 31: 1-6 
At a time when Jerusalem faces danger Jeremiah's prophecy uses  
the image of a man's enduring faithfulness to his prospective bride  
to illustrate how God's everlasting love will ultimately prevail. 
Acts 10: 34-43 
Peter addresses the Gentile Cornelius, his family and friends,  
acknowledging that God shows no partiality when dealing with the  
nations of the world. He then tells them of the life, death, and  
resurrection of Christ, whose Gospel has spread throughout Judea. 
John 20: 1-18 
Having summoned Peter and the other disciples to the open tomb, 
Mary Magdalene  
remains at the tomb, weeping, when the disciples return home. Jesus appears to her. 
 
Monday 13th April 
Psalm 111, Exodus 12:1-14, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Tuesday 14th April 
Psalm 112, Exodus 12:14-36, 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 
Wednesday 15th April 
Psalm 113, Exodus 12:37-51, 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 
Thursday 16th April 
Psalm 114, Exodus 13:1-16, 1 Corinthians 15:29-34 
Good Friday 17th April 
Psalm 115, Exodus 13:17-14.14, 1 Corinthians 15:35-50 
Saturday 18th April 
Psalm 116, Exodus 14:15-31, 1 Corinthians 15:51-58 

For our prayers this week 
We pray for all providing spiritual and pastoral care to our parishes and those within the wider community 
during this period of COVID-19. May we all continue to pray for and support one another in love. 

For all our Church, Messy Church and Youth Alpha families that they may continue to find faith at home. 

For those serving God, here and abroad: Nick Parish training for ordination and Sarah Attwood in                
‘lockdown’ in Bosnia.  

Those in need of long-term prayerful support: Andrew Pitchford, Lynn Wells, Ian Tennant, Samantha              
Taylor, Ted Weston, Alf Booth, Pat Rodgers, Kay Howard, Claire Rose, Audrey Morris, Fleur Samples, Joan                
Taylor, Colin Campbell. 

Prayer requests: Nazanin & family, Robin Nelson, Carl Baker, for all affected by the coronavirus and all                 
seeking to contain & combat this pandemic,  

Those who have recently died, R.I.P. Andrew Cox, James McLaren, Joan Phillips, Colin Fergus and their                
families and friends who mourn them.  
 
GOOD NEWS   Stephanie Burdon [Summers] and Sam [they were married at Foremark, and she rang bells] 
have had a second girl Lilly Marie Burdon, born on the 2nd April. She was 8.9lbs and is a healthy little girl. 
  
APRIL COPY OF THE DEANERY NEWSLETTER   
Keep up to date with by visiting https://merciadeanery.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/april-20.pdf to see          
the latest Deanery Newsletter. 

https://merciadeanery.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/april-20.pdf


RESOURCES ONLINE 

13 CAN BE A GOOD NUMBER 
Titles ‘Supporting Good Mental Health’ this is a pdf publication from the Church of England which includes                 
13 daily reflections, this booklet has been designed to provide hope, reassurance and comfort.    
Each day has a bible passage, a reflection on those words and then some useful ideas – some practical,                   
others mental and all spiritual! I have found these really useful. Vicar Martin 
EASTER DAY 
There are many resources on-line for Easter – if you go to the Diocesan website you will find many                   
resources and ideas for adults and children. 
There is a pdf download that has ideas for Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday 
The national Church of England website has links also. 
WORSHIP 
There will be several services streaming live from homes of the Cathedral staff and others, including                
ourselves. 
 
Repton, Foremark and Newton Solney Service If you would like to join myself [the Vicar] the staff team                  
and some others from our congregations for a communion service on Easter Sunday – then David Fergus                 
will be celebrating Communion in his home [I am not allowed to as I do not have anyone else in the                     
Vicarage and there has to be another person present]. We will be linking up just before 9.00 so that we can                     
start the service on time using Zoom – if you would like to join us then please contact me in the next                      
couple of days [I will not be working Saturday] so that I can send you an invitation to join the Zoom                     
meeting and a copy of the order of service.  
 
WELL DONE….. 
….the many of you who produced Palm Crosses and those who made Easter Gardens – thanks for the                  
pictures you sent in. 
 
CRUMBS FOR THE JOURNEY: a short anthology of spiritual reflections by Peter S. Paine 
New City £7-50 (CT bookshop £6-75)  978 – 1 – 905039 – 41 –8 
Don’t let the title put you off this gem of a little book: the author has, I believe, given us more than mere                      
crumbs but real solid food. He draws on his nearly 50 years in parochial ministry in a variety of parishes,                    
urban and rural, time spent living and working in India, and more recently, leading pilgrimages to ‘holy                 
places’ in both Western and Eastern Europe. 
A quick look at the index of authors gives an idea of the wide variety of writings represented in the book:                       
Augustine of Hippo, John Austin Baker, the Venerable Bede, Anthony Bloom, T. S. Eliot, Victor Frankl,                
George Herbert, Mother Julian, C.S. Lewis, Thomas Merton, Michael Ramsey, Oscar Romero, Geoffrey             
Studdert Kennedy, Angela Tilby,   Vincent van Gogh, W. H Vanstone......... and the whole book is              
interspersed with memorable offerings from the Desert Fathers. 
In his foreword, Bishop Gordon Mursell writes: ‘If we are to cope when suffering or sorrow comes our way                   
stories from the past can offer us priceless food for the journey ‘. I would not disagree but I would also                     
want to say that this book is also suitable for times when we feel happy and elated – indeed there is some                      
lovely humour in this book, for example, ‘a sermon remembered ‘ : a lay preacher‘s sermon delivered in                  
Acle Methodist church in his distinctive and lovely Norfolk accent. 
This is an ideal book for those who like a ‘3rd lesson‘ in the daily offices and would be an ideal (and                      
inexpensive) Confirmation or Ordination gift. 
 
DAILY PRAYER -  
Last week I wrote about the Daily Prayer I and a few others were committed to at 9.00 in the morning. We                      
are joining together using a Celtic Order for Morning Prayer at 9.00am, using Zoom, a free to download                  
conferencing tool. We are video linked together so that we can see one another as well as join our voices                    
together in prayer. A person new to it wrote, “Cannot tell you how much it helped to be able to pray                     
together. Thank you for including us and for such a lovely service. It has really set me up for the day ahead.” 



If you wish to join us, then you are most welcome. Please let me know so that I can send you a copy of the                         
order of service we use and an invitation code you need to join in. 

If you are unable to join us because you do not use a computer or smart phone then please know that we                     
are praying each day at that time - for you, for the Benefice, for the world. You may care to join us in Spirit                        
praying your morning prayers at the same time. 

We will not be saying prayers on Saturday mornings as that is the Vicar’s day off for the foreseeable future. 
 
THE DEATH OF LOVED ONES – A ‘HOME’ FUNERAL 
Sadly, people are dying and not just those affected by the Coronavirus. All of us are suffering the effects of                    
safeguards put in place to protect us from the virus and none more so that those whose loved ones die. 
 
Restrictions on people attending a service at the Crematorium or at the Graveside allow just the spouse or                  
partner, parents and children. This leaves many family and friends unable to attend. The Church of                
England has put together a simply to use ‘Reflection’ Service Order that you can use in your home perhaps                   
at the time of the service elsewhere – so that you can at least share a little in saying goodbye and letting                      
go. 
 
Of course, some Crematorium services will be on-line through social media but not all.  
 
The link for the Document is: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/Funerals%20liturgy%20at%20home%20publ
ic.pdf 
 
However, we will print it in full at the end of this newsletter so that those who can’t access it online can 
have a copy. I fear the majority of us will have need of it in the coming weeks. 
 
WHAT A DIFFERENCE A PHONE CALL MAKES  All of us are isolated in one way or another, some more than 
others. It is amazing what a difference a phone call can make. May I encourage you to phone other 
members of the congregation as well as family and friends – it will brighten up their day no end. 
 
THESE ARE THE HANDS 
This poem was written by Michael Rosen for the 60th anniversary of the NHS and read recently on the BBC 
 
These are the hands  
That touch us first 
Feel your head 
Find the pulse 
And make your bed. 
 
These are the hands 
That tap your back 
Test the skin 
Hold your arm 
Wheel the bin 
Change the bulb 
Fix the drip 
Pour the jug 
Replace your hip. 
 
 

 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/Funerals%20liturgy%20at%20home%20public.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/Funerals%20liturgy%20at%20home%20public.pdf


AN ARTICLE FROM TEARFUND – Food for Thought 

Dr Ruth Valerio and Gideon Heugh explore some questions that Christians might be wrestling. 

How to beat coronavirus: 
 Stay at home. Keep your distance. Wash your hands. Have a good theology. 
Wait, a good what? 
Theology is our understanding of the nature of God. This in turn influences the way we see the world. In 
times like these, when life as we know it has been turned upside down, it’s crucial that we have a good 
Bible-based theology.  To help, we’ve put together answers to some of the questions that Christians might 
be wrestling with at this time: 

Will God protect us? Why is this happening? Is the virus God’s judgement? Does sin cause illness? Are 
these the end times? And, how should the church respond? 

And the church, of course, means all of us. We are one in Christ, and no amount of social distancing can 
sever that connection. Speaking of which... 

 

Will God protect us? 
Having the right theology can save lives. Literally. 

Most churches around the world have stopped meeting in person – for obvious, sensible and necessary 
reasons. Some, however, have not, citing their belief that God will protect them from the virus. This is bad 
theology, and it might cost lives. 
God does protect. God does heal. Yet we are his hands and feet, and it’s vital that we play our role, 
listening and acting upon the advice of experts.  
I trust God with my health – but I also try and make sure that I exercise and eat well. If I break my leg, I’ll 
pray for healing – but I’ll also go to the doctor.  
Trust God, but take action to. 

 

Why is this happening? 
To answer this question, we need to go back to the beginning.  

God created a world that he declared to be very good (Genesis 1:31) – a world in which everything exists in 
harmony with God. Relationship with God, with others, with ourselves and with the rest of creation is 
central to God’s loving purposes.  
After those relationships go wrong, the Bible then tells the story of how God works to restore them – a 
plan that finds its ultimate fulfilment in Jesus. 
Poverty, conflict, suffering, climate change – all these are the result of those broken relationships. The 
Bible is clear that God, people and the natural world are deeply interconnected, so if one aspect of that is 
broken then everything will be impacted.  
As hard as it is to hear, the outbreak of coronavirus is not a ‘natural disaster’. It is a disaster of our own 
making. Viruses jump species and get into humans, and environmental destruction makes this more likely 
to happen as people are brought into closer contact with virus-carrying animals. Deforestation, mining, 
animal trafficking and unsustainable farming practices are all likely factors at play.1 

As hard as it is to hear, the outbreak of coronavirus is not a ‘natural disaster’. 

 

Is this God’s judgement? 
God’s original intention was peace between all things – but this is not how we’re living. He created a world 
in which everything is connected, and there are natural consequences when those connections are 
broken.   
This doesn’t necessarily mean that God ‘caused’ or ‘willed’ the pandemic – it is to recognise that the 
brokenness of creation ultimately causes us harm. 
In some cultures, misfortune is seen as directly linked to that person’s sin. But biblically, these links are 



rarely as simple as that. For example, in the story of Job, Job’s suffering is not a result of his sin, but of the 
existence and work of Satan.  
In Luke 13:1-5, Jesus is told about Pilate’s massacre of some Galileans who were in the process of offering 
sacrifices. He responds by pointing out that those who were killed were not greater sinners than those who 
were not killed. And he makes the same point about the people who were killed when the tower in Siloam 
collapsed.  
Jesus is clear that the existence of disasters doesn’t mean that those who are affected by them are worse 
people than anybody else. Such events should never be an invitation to judge others. God's ultimate 
nature is love (1 John 4:16). He is a God of infinite grace, compassion and mercy. God cares deeply about 
humanity, and about you as an individual - so much so that he gave up his Son for you. Any suggestion that 
coronavirus is some kind of divine judgement is fundamentally at odds with God's character. 

 

Does sin cause illness? 
In John 9:1-5 Jesus meets a man who was blind from birth. The disciples ask about the sins that have 
caused this blindness – was it his sin or that of his parents? But Jesus tells them that his blindness has 
nothing to do with sin. Not only that, but it provides an opportunity ‘that the works of God might be 
displayed in him’.  
The Bible does present links between sin and suffering in a broader sense. Our physical suffering is part of 
a chain of brokenness from Genesis 3 onwards. Also, there are lifestyle choices we can make that either 
promote or neglect our health and wellbeing. However, there are no biblical grounds for directly linking a 
person’s illness with their sin. Even when Jesus heals the paralyzed man in Mark 2 saying ‘your sins are 
forgiven’, he did not explicitly say that the sins were the cause of his paralysis. And nowhere else does 
Jesus heal by saying ‘your sins are forgiven’.  

Illness must never be used as a basis for stigmatization and rejection. The Pharisees did that – Jesus didn’t. 
His message was one of acceptance, inclusion and compassion for all. 

 

Are these the end times? 
Widespread conflict in the Middle East. A plague of locusts spreading across Africa. Flooding around the 
world. Surely these are signs of the end times? 
If there’s one thing that we can say for certain, it’s that no one can know for certain. If Jesus himself did 
not know when the end times would be (Matthew 24:36), who are we to try and say?  
It is important to keep a wider perspective throughout all of this. Christians have been trying (and failing) 
to predict the end of the world since the early days of the church. Although the word ‘unprecedented’ 
keeps being brought up, this is not the first crisis of this scale – indeed, there have been far, far darker 
times in human history. The great plague of the 14th century is estimated to have wiped out nearly two 
thirds of Europe’s population. I’m sure they were convinced that the end times were upon them too. 

War, disease, natural disasters – these are, sadly, nothing new. Jesus said his return would be sudden and 
unexpected, and he said we were to ignore anyone who thought they knew about specific dates and times, 
likening people who look for scare-mongering stories to vultures (Matthew 24:28).  

The answer is that there is no clear answer, and that we should ignore those who think they have one. 

As the shadow of coronavirus falls across the land, the church’s mission is to shine as brightly as it can. 

 

How should the church respond?  
The church should be the light of the world (Matthew 5:14). As the shadow of coronavirus falls across the 
land, the church’s mission is to shine as brightly as it can. 

We must follow Jesus in showing God’s love, bringing healing to a broken world and responding to people’s 
needs: economic and emotional, spiritual and physical, both locally and globally.  

We can and we must act.  
When Ebola ravaged West Africa in 2014, it was local churches that helped lead the fightback. In Sierra 



Leone, Christians used video and radio broadcasts to spread vital health messages. Tearfund trained 
pastors and gave them phones so they could call people suffering with Ebola and pray with them. Churches 
gave practical help to people in quarantine and church members provided food, water and toiletries.  

We are already seeing the church rising to the challenge of coronavirus. In many communities around the 
world, it is Christians who are coordinating local care, creating neighbourhood WhatsApp groups, dropping 
off food and toiletries to those who are self-isolating, and being there to provide emotional response.  

In Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh – the largest refugee camp in the world – life is becoming even more miserable. 
Sanitation and hygiene facilities are already inadequate, and the streets are narrow and crowded. But 
Tearfund’s church partners are distributing hygiene kits and leaflets to educate people about handwashing, 
social distancing and recognising the symptoms. 

 

Creating a better world 
If we lean deeper into God’s love, choosing faith instead of fear, we may find that new opportunities 
emerge. There is the potential for communities to come together more than ever before; for families to 
re-discover themselves; for busy people to slow down and build a rhythm of rest into their lives; for people 
to reconnect with God and his world; for nations to re-tune into God’s word; for churches to learn how to 
use digital technology to enhance ministry; and for us to develop more local, environmentally-friendly 
economies.  
One day, we will make it out of this crisis. But what sort of world do we want there to be on the other side? 
Can we repent of the world we have created, and instead look to build one without such a huge gap 
between rich and poor – a world where we live in harmony with creation, in which we understand that the 
well-being of one is bound up with the well-being of all? 
 
In Christ, there is always hope. We can let that hope motivate how we live our lives today as we hold on to 
God our rock. And, with the love of Christ in our hearts, let us continue to reach out with compassion and 
determination. 

 

PLEASE PRAY 
God of love and light, 
In this time of fear, give us your peace. 
In this time of isolation, give us your presence. 
In this time of sickness, give us your healing. 
In this time of uncertainty, give us your wisdom. 
In this time of darkness, shine your light upon us all. 
In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 
 
 
Dr Ruth Valerio is a theologian, environmentalist and author, and leads Tearfund’s global advocacy and 
influencing work. Gideon Heugh is a poet and naturalist and is the Senior Copywriter in Tearfund’s 
communications team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



FUNERALS 
A simple reflection 

at home on the day of a funeral you can’t attend 
 

It's so difficult when you can’t go to a funeral, whether for family, friend or neighbour. Many are facing this 
in the current crisis, so this short reflection has been specially written by a vicar for you to do at home, 
alone or with those who share your home. You might ask others to take part at the same time from their 
home. 
When this time of social distancing is over, there may well be an opportunity to meet together at a special 
time of remembering and thankfulness. Your memories now can be part of that experience when the time 
comes. 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8.38-39 

 
Before you find a place to sit quietly, you might like to find a photograph of the person who has died, write 
down some special memories, or play a special piece of music that connects you with the person you are 
remembering today. Think about those who are at the funeral and pray for them. 

[Where it says ‘N’ in a prayer, just say the name of your person]. 

You might like to light a candle. Then pray: 

Be with us, loving God. 
Hear our prayers and comfort us in our loss, 
and help us to trust in your Son Jesus, 
whom you raised from the dead. 
Strengthen our faith and renew our hope 
that N and all those we love will share in his resurrection.  Amen 

Read Psalm 23 
1.  The Lord is my shepherd;  
        therefore can I lack nothing. 

2.  He makes me lie down in green pastures  
 and leads me beside still waters. 

              3.   He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

4.    Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
       will fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5.    You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;  
        you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full. 

6.    Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  
       and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 
 

Reflect on your memories. 
- What stands out in your memory about N? - What will you always remember about them? 
- What things did you learn through their life and death, including about God? 
Now give thanks to God for their life and ask for strength for yourself and those who grieve. 
Dear God, thank you for N, 
and for all that he/she meant to me and to others. 
I so wanted to say goodbye. 
Help me to know you are there, 
holding all my hopes, 



holding all those I love, especially N, 
and holding me this day too. 
Be close to us all this day with your peace and hope. 
Amen. 
Heavenly Father, 
you have not made us for darkness and death, but for life with you for ever. 
Without you we have nothing to hope for; with you we have nothing to fear. 
Speak to us now your words of eternal life. 
Lift us to the light and peace of your presence, and set the glory of your love before us today: through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Now say the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Now pray this prayer, which is used at the end of the funeral service to say goodbye. 
God our creator and redeemer, 
by your power Christ conquered death and entered into glory. 
Confident of his victory 
and claiming his promises, 
we entrust N to your mercy 
in the name of Jesus our Lord, 
who died and is alive 
and reigns with you, 
now and for ever. 
Amen. this time, and ior details of how to contact your local church, find help in your 
bereavement and remembering. 
 


