
The Benefice of Foremark and Repton with Newton Solney
Fourteenth Sunday a�er Trinity - 13th September 2020

Daily Readings Sunday 13th September to Saturday 19th September  

Sunday 13th September  (14th Sunday a�er Trinity) 
Genesis 50: 15 - 21
Joseph’s brothers fear retribu�on for the wrong they 
have done to him, but a forgiving Joseph reassures them 
that it was all part of God’s larger plan. 
Romans 14: 1 - 12
Paul’s advice on how Chris�ans can show considera�on 
for one another, rather than being quick to pass judgement.
Ma�hew 18: 21 - 35
In response to Peter’s ques�on about the possible limits 
to forgiveness, Jesus tells a story that shows how gra�tude 
for limitless forgiveness must be expressed in forgiveness 
towards others.

Monday 14th September (Holy Cross)
Psalm 2, Genesis 3:1-15, John 12:27-36a
Tuesday 15th September
Psalm 5, 1 Kings 1:32-2:4, 10-12, Acts 13:44-14:7
Wednesday 16th September 
Psalm 119:1-32, 1 Kings 3, Acts 14:8-27
Thursday 17th September 
Psalm 15, 1 Kings 4:29-5:12, Acts 15:1-21
Friday 18th September 
Psalm 19, 1 Kings 6:1, 11-28, Acts 15:22-35
Saturday 19th September 
Psalm 23, 1 Kings 8:1-30, Acts 15:36-16:5

FOR OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK

All providing spiritual and pastoral care to our parishes and those within the wider community during this 
period of COVID-19. May we all con�nue to pray for and support one another in love.

All our Church, Messy Church and Youth Alpha families that they may con�nue to find faith at home.

Those serving God, here and abroad:  Nick Parish training for ordina�on and Sarah A�wood in Bosnia.

Those in need of long-term prayerful support: Andrew Pitchford, Lynn Wells, Ian Tennant, Samantha Taylor, 
Ted Weston, Alf Booth, Pat Rodgers, Kay Howard, Claire Rose, Audrey Morris, Joan Taylor, Colin Campbell, 
Robin Nelson, Carl Baker, Shirley Wells, George Paley, 

Prayer requests: Nazanin & family, Alex Murchie, Gordon and Julia Snell, for all affected by the coronavirus 
and all seeking to contain & combat this pandemic, for all providing care and support at this �me.

Those who have recently died and those known to us: may they rest in peace and may those who mourn 
them be comforted.

Collect

Father, giver of all gi�s:
bring joy to our hearts through your Holy Spirit,
that the world may believe the good news
which comes to us through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

    



BENEFICE SUNDAY WORSHIP AT ST WYSTAN'S
10.00am on SUNDAY September 13TH 

IF YOU CAN’T ATTEND ON THE 13TH  OR CHOOSE NOT TO
We have Wifi installed in church. This means everyone can join in via Zoom – either with video via your 

computer/ipad/iphone – or by telephone as some have done with our exis�ng services.
To use Zoom via computer or telephone you need to:

Ask Rebecca our Administrator 07817997419 or de656�@gmail.com for a copy of the Order of Service and 
the invite to Zoom you require to log in via internet or phone.

IF YOU WISH TO COME TO WORSHIP ON THE 13TH

There is no need to let us know you intend coming this week. 
[Please do not assume this is the case each week but check the announcement here.] 

It is now mandatory that people wear masks all the �me in church.
Leaders of worship, including readers and intercessors may remove their masks when appropriately 

distanced from people. 

The informa�ve document ‘WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT WHEN YOU COME TO WORSHIP ON SUNDAY 
MORNING’ is available - if you need a copy ask the Vicar or Rebecca.

Our Risk Assessment for Worship - available from Virginia Davis on 702762 or virginiardavis@yahoo.co.uk

ST MARY’S [EVERY DAY] & ST WYSTAN’S [WEEK DAYS] ARE OPEN FOR PRAYER 10.00 – 6.00PM.
St Wystan’s is open on Saturdays 10.00AM – 3.00pm the church will be cleaned and set up ready for 
Sunday Worship.  On Sundays the church will be cleaned a�er the service and opened for prayer from 
12.00-6.00pm.

DAILY PRAYER – will con�nue this week at 9.00 using a Service Order from Iona Abbey. We ‘meet’ on Zoom 
and the telephone link works for this as well. If you wish to join us, then you are most welcome. Again, 
please ask Rebecca for a copy of the service order and a Zoom link.

SINGING IN CHURCH
Since a couple of weeks ago, it has been permissible for choirs to resume singing with appropriate 
distancing, although congrega�onal singing is not yet allowed.   As a result of this easing– we are hoping to 
have a few singers in the Choir/Sanctuary at each service from September 20th – do have a word with 
Wendy Longden if you would like to be one of them.

THANK YOU
The response to Mar�n’s request at the Service last Sunday for more Sidespeople to help at Services was 
very good. Many thanks to the seven of you that offered to help. George Johnson.

ECUMENICAL COVID PRAYERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
The Lord God is the creator of heaven and earth;
the creator of all life forms in the earth
He created all life and everything good.
In this COVID-19 era, he sees the misery of his people,
who are infected and affected by this disease.
He has heard their cry in this epidemic.
He knows their sufferings and he has come down to deliver them.
So he calls to send us to the infected and affected,
to bring his people, his crea�on, out of this epidemic. Amen.
The All Africa Conference of Churches based on Covenant
document on HIV/AIDS 8th General Assembly, Cameroon, 2003

mailto:de656fh@gmail.com
mailto:virginiardavis@yahoo.co.uk


GOOD NEWS/INSPIRATIONS

We are planning to hold a Harvest Service in St Mary’s – the first there since lockdown began.

HARVEST, ALL SOULS AND REMEMBRANCE
Plans are now advancing for these fes�vals:

Harvest to take place in St Wystan’s and in St Mary’s on October 11th 

All Souls Remembering Loved Ones will take place in St Wystan’s October 31st – November 2nd

Remembrance – There will not be a special Remembrance Sunday Service but there will be a more 
substan�al outdoor Act of Remembrance on Armis�ce Day, Wednesday 11th November from 10.45am [at 
both St Wystan’s and St Mary’s].
More details of these in the coming weeks.

From Bishop Libby 
Re you are aware, schools have returned to their buildings this week. This is significant for children and 
their families, of course. It is also significant for staff and governors as they balance the desire to deliver the 
best for their children, and the responsibility to ensure safety and wellbeing. 
Our Schools, the length and breadth of the diocese, are such a vital part of the life of the Church, and the 
outworking of the Kingdom of God. I have asked Alison Brown, Ac�ng Director of Educa�on, to reflect for 
us this week: 
"We owe all our school leaders and staff a huge debt of gra�tude for keeping schools open during the 
lockdown, suppor�ng pupils, parents and the wider school community. Thank you! 
"What a year 2020 con�nues to be. For all those involved in schools they have, in effect, two New Years to 
mark and celebrate each year, in January and in September as a new academic year begins. For most of our 
schools that ‘new year’ is this week. Of course, this is going to be a par�cularly unusual new start with a 
potent mixture of excitement and anxiety. The excitement will be because at long last the whole school 
community can be back together. The anxiety will be mul�-layered. For parents it might be around the 
safety of their children and their ability to fit back into the social se�ng of school.  
"For pupils it could be around being back in an environment in a new way with class bubbles, staggered 
break-�mes and starts and ends to the day. For staff it will be about how they help pupils to pick up and run 
with their formal learning whilst keeping safe and happy. For all staff there will also be anxiety for their own 
health and for those they care for at home.  
"How can we help our precious schools and the individuals in them flourish with this backdrop? Well, we 
can pray for them, that they will know that ‘goodness and mercy shall follow them all of their lives’. For 
clergy and congrega�ons who have schools in their care, sending cards, messages, emails, phone calls 
wishing them well and telling them of that prayer will count for a lot (as might a box of biscuits or 
chocolates for the staff room!!). Visits into schools are not yet allowed and so all the support we give must 
be at a distance, but in the knowledge that the God who loves us all is closer than we can imagine."
As we look to transform lives: growing Church and building community, we rejoice in our partnership with 
our schools. As Alison suggests, please do hold them in your prayers – and translate our prayers into 
ac�on of generous faith, encouraging hope and life-giving love.    +Libby 

 



The following was suggested by Elsa – thank you.

TIME TO REFLECT A Reflec�on on Time from Canon Gregory
I’m ge�ng used to it. We all are. We’re ge�ng used to the sound of Lichfield Cathedral’s sonorous hourly 
chime. Thanks to Simon, I gather, it is spot-on. It can be slightly haun�ng, when sleep is illusive: hour-a�er-
hour, the tyranny-of-�me relentlessly tolls its message. But does �me need to be a tyranny? Is �me our 
messenger, or is it simply a helpful way marker?
On my recent vaca�on, with an unerring consistency, I found that I was one day ahead of myself. Greatly 
relaxing as it was, it didn’t seem to fly by like it usually does, vanishing like a dream. It felt different, in a 
gently radical way.
Psychologists, of course, would probably offer me countless ra�onal theories to explain my percep�on. 
Personally, I think one rare blessing to have come from this season of COVID, lockdown, and social 
distancing, is a reapprecia�on of �me. Schedules and rou�nes - to which many of us have been unhealthily 
wedded - have been briskly cast away. Days have become longer, some�mes harder, but they have 
some�mes also become more free, more gentle, and somehow more spacious. My life has changed, as 
your life will have done too. We’ve all been enabled, or enforced (!),  to reflect on how we live, and how we 
use �me.
Time's Terror
As technology has compressed �me, �me’s terror has arguably increased, although it’s long been a literary 
theme. Shakespeare’s sonnets are peppered with temporal angst; the pressured threat of life’s end. But in 
recent years, with email, WhatsApp, and twenty-four hour working, we’ve become �me’s servants. I 
wonder how many of us, rising from sleep, check first our clock, phone, or watch to see what the �me 
might be? We talk about the threat of Ar�ficial Intelligence in the future, but arguably it began with the 
inven�on of a mechanical clock. Before that accuracy, daily life involved a degree of la�tude and leeway: 
minutes and seconds were rela�ve to the sunrise and the sunset. Time had blurred edges, but now we are 
accurate to the second. W.H.Auden sums this up in his poem As I walked out one evening, a conversa�on 
between love and �me. Look how ‘Time’ is capitalised; our undeniable master.
But all the clocks in the city
Began to whirr and chime:
‘O let not Time deceive you,
You cannot conquer �me.’
Hope Replaces Time
Our ul�mate des�na�on is not nego�able. We are finite beings, and so Auden is right. Time, movement, 
age; none cannot be fought against despite certain scien�sts’ Promethean claims. I read recently that, deep 
within our brains in the �ny hypothalamus (the fun bit!), lies what is known as the Super Chiasmic Nucleus. 
It is some�mes called the ‘body clock’, and it operates hormonal cycles. It is a reminder that we are finite, 
that �me is part of how we live and who we are – at least in this present, fallen order. But that does not 
mean that �me is not our Ul�mate Reality. Living in two �me zones – the temporal and the eternal – means 
that it is hope and not �me that calls us forward.
Hope replaces �me, and this hope is for a God who is genuinely outside and beyond the clock, for in God is 
both the end and the beginning (Rev 22.13) and our being ‘in him’ means that hope calls us out of the 
�me-bound order into the beginnings of eternity:
‘thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the founda�on of the earth… 
they shall perish, but thou shalt endure’ (Psalm 102.25-27).
Likewise, the Le�er to the Hebrews talks of a God who is infinite and founda�onal ‘the same yesterday, 
today and forever’ (Heb 13.8) and this is the One in whom we are called in life, and through death.
Don't Worry About Tomorrow
To us, God is unfathomable – I guess that is the point – for he is beyond. Jesus tells us not to worry about 
this; and even reassures us that no one knows the exact �mings of God. Instead, he suggests that we might 
radically rethink �me instead: ‘do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. 
Today’s trouble is enough for today’ (Ma� 6.34). Seek a�er God, Jesus suggests, par�cipate in the eternity 
breaking in, but do not try and control it. This, of course, is one of the extraordinary things about our God-
in-Man. The Timeless One breaks through into �me.



Don’t worry if you’re feeling a li�le bamboozled. The de� and subtle mind of the great St Augus�ne found 
itself quite befuddled in the face of God’s eternity interrup�ng earthly �me. Asking ‘What is �me?’ in his 
Confessions, he goes on to write: ‘who can measure the past which does not now exist or the future, which 
does not yet exist?’ Eventually, he surrenders, his own mind seemingly ‘on fire to solve this intricate 
enigma’. The mystery of how eternity enters �me in God is not one to be solved, but it does radically 
change the way we ought to live our life. Imagine how our perspec�ve might change, if more o�en we 
viewed our rela�onships to others through the lens of eternity? We are called to live as though we shall live 
forever – not physically, but emo�onally and spiritually. How might that affect our view of the environment, 
na�onhood, and the sheer value of another created being. For one thing, it severs the mathema�cal link 
between �me, speed, and distance, stopping us doing more and more, faster and faster, for no good 
reason. It breaks the fear of the finite, helping us instead to slow down and expand into The Infinite.
Mindfulness
The last few years has seen ‘mindfulness’ become very ‘on trend’, in part because of its perceived roots in 
Buddhism? Chris�anity, ironically, has long laid claim to a tradi�on of being ‘mindful’. Arguably, this is 
exactly what Jesus is sugges�ng when he tells us not to worry for tomorrow, but to absorb ourselves in the 
‘now’ moment. This atomized, oddly paused and dislocated moment in our global life and local community 
requires that we put right our rela�onship to �me, libera�ng ourselves from a deeply destruc�ve grammar 
of ‘busyness’ and ‘produc�vity’. There is a whole movement dedicated to calming our frenzy, the Slow 
Movement (you’ll find the best account of it in Carl Honoré’s In Praise of Slow). It is simply a call to live a 
slower, healthier, and absorbed way of living. In many ways it is a secularized version of the older wisdom 
of St Igna�us Loyola, who asked us to open all of our selves to find God in all things, at all �mes.
Time is Never the Master
The Benedic�ne tradi�on too, soaked into the DNA of our na�on, understands the that �me belongs to 
God and not the clock. The rule is known for its modera�on, balancing work, with study, and prayer. Each 
must balance with the other, but the call to prayer is absolute. Time is never the Master. In chapter forty-
three, Benedict writes: ‘on hearing the signal for an hour of the divine office, the monk will immediately set 
aside what he has in hand, and go …nothing is preferred to the work of God.’ Hoe, pan, pen – all are laid 
aside for God. It reminds the monk that as finite beings, we can never know when we will be called to our 
infinite end, to begin our journey into an eternal, �meless realm. They live not by the clock, but according 
to the Divine Will, and the Divine Hope. This is also our call.
Oddly, COVID has called us to look again at �me, and live not by the clock, but according to God’s �me, 
according to the divine hours. As we do so, we begin to realise that the clock is a reference point, only a 
way marker. To live purposefully, is to live according to God’s way. To see Him in all things; to see Him at all 
�mes. This requires us to slow down, breathe, and to live in God and not by �me. It demands that we cease 
running simply to stand s�ll. For since Christ has come as the God-Man: �me is a thing of the past.

“Eternity shut in a span.
Summer in winter;
Day in night;
Heaven in earth;
God in man.’
In the Holy Na�vity of Our Lord, Richard Crashaw

 


